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Tomatoes offer affordable source of
Parkinson's disease drug

Scientists have produced a tomato enriched in the
Parkinson’s disease drug L-DOPA in what could become
a new, affordable source of one of the world’s essential

medicines.

Tomato was chosen as a widely cultivated crop that can be used for scaled up
production and potentially offering a standardised and controlled natural source of
L-DOPA. The John Innes Centre led team modified the tomato fruit by introducing a
gene responsible for the synthesis of L-DOPA in beetroot where it functions in the

production of the pigments betalains.
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